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Summary:
The students will learn about the culture of Africa using various songs and games that are heard in Africa.  At the beginning of the unit the students will learn about the history and economy of Africa.  Then by the end of the unit reflect on how music plays an important role in Africa’s culture.  Throughout the unit the students will gain more musical knowledge of music by learning vocabulary such as improvisation, melody, and harmony.

Discipline:
Music, History, Geography, Art, Literature, and Performing Arts

Subject:
  African Music
Topics: 
 African Culture, rhythm, style, music

Print Materials Needed:  
World Music Drumming textbook; Share the Music 5th Grade textbook pp. 28-33, 64 , 68-69, 112-115, 154-155, 250-251, 357;  The Rainbow Children by Cheryl Lavender; Listening Maps; Abiyoyo by Pete Seeger;  It’s Your Turn Again by Cheryl Lavender; African Safari PowerPoint (click here to go to my PowerPoint)
Calendar:   Month of September
Resources:  video- World Wide Drumming, pitched instruments, non-pitched instruments, paper, scissors, markers, yarn, rocks, and scarves



To understand the relationships between African and American culture by singing and listening to the music of Africa using improvisation, melody, harmony, and musical vocabulary to increase the knowledge of music.




Why do we have different styles of music?  Why do we listen to so many styles of music?  How does music represent different cultures of the world?  What instruments would be used in an African culture?  What would the rhythms of Africa sound like?





Knowledge: Students will know:
· key musical terms – dynamics, timbre, balance, rhythm, syncopation, call & response, etc.

· African instruments
· how to connect the music to the cultural traditions of Africa

· how to internalize rhythm by physical movement

Skills:  Students will be able to:

· sing with proper vocal technique in the style of Africa using unison and harmony parts

· play instruments with proper technique and rhythm to make a musical ensemble

· read and notate rhythms using Finale

· improvise simple rhythms to complement another part 


    
Standard One: Performing
        1.  Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
a.  sing with good vocal technique, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, and expression throughout their singing ranges. 

b.  sing with expression and technical accuracy a repertoire of both read and     memorized, age-appropriate vocal literature, which includes changes in tempo, key and meter. 
c. sing music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being performed. 
d. sing music written in two and three parts. 

2. Students will perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

a. perform on at least one instrument accurately and independently with proper instrumental technique. 

b. perform with expression and technical accuracy on at least one string, wind, percussion, or classroom instrument, a developmentally appropriate repertoire of instrumental literature. 

c. perform music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being performed. 

d. play by ear simple melodies on a melodic instrument and simple accompaniments on a harmonic instrument . 
Standard 2:  Creating
1.  Students will improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 
      a.
 improvise simple harmonic accompaniments.
2. Students will compose and arrange music within specified guidelines. 

a. 
compose or arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments using a variety 
of sound sources. 

Standard 3:  Reading

1. Students will read and notate music.

a.
  read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, and dotted notes and rests in 2/4 , 3/4 , 4/4 , 6/8 , 3/8 , and alla breve meter signatures. 




b. 
  read at sight simple melodies in treble and/or bass clefs. 

c. read standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression. 

        Standard 4: Listening

1.  Students will listen to, analyze, and describe music 

a. describe specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 

b. analyze the uses of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures. 

2. Students will evaluate music and music performances.
a.  evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others' performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations by applying specific criteria appropriate for the style of the music and offer constructive suggestions for improvement. 

Standard 5:  Understanding Relationships 


1.  Students will understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

a. compare in two or more arts how the characteristic materials of each art can be used to transform similar events, scenes, emotions, or ideas into works of art. 

b. describe ways in which the principles and subject matter of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with those of music.

2. Students will understand music in relation to history and culture
a. describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles 

b. from a variety of cultures and ethnic groups. 

c. classify a variety of musical works by genre, style, and culture and explain the characteristics that cause each work to be considered exemplary. 

d. compare, in several cultures of the world, functions music serves, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically performed


1. Students will sing the music of Africa with good vocal technique, pitch and rhythmic accuracy, and expression representing the African culture.

2. Students will perform on African instruments alone and with others accurately and independently with proper instrumental technique while playing the rhythms of Africa.  
3. Students will also play simple accompaniments and melodies on orff instruments.

 
4. Students will improvise simple rhythms to complement a different rhythm.

 
5. Students will read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, and dotted notes while playing and singing the songs of Africa.  

6. Students will describe music events using appropriate terminology (for example Call & Response) and analyze how music is used in the African culture.

7.  Students will evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others’ performances and improvisations and be able to offer suggestions for improvement.

8. Students will compare and contrast the music of Africa and the music of America.




Daily Performance Tasks - active demonstrations of what students know about the technique of singing and playing instruments and listening to African music

Rubric for Instrumental Ensembles - 5 – Excellent – all parts are accurate; 
4 – Very Good –stable tempo, parts are mostly correct; 3- Good – most parts correct, but a little shaky, fairly stable tempo; 2 – Fair – some parts are correct, some are struggling;
 1 – Needs Work – most parts are struggling and not together 

Self & Group Assessments – have students reflect on the progress they have made using the forms in the World Music Drumming Cross-Cultural Student Enrichment Book pp. 30-31


Quizzes – Quiz 1: (multiple choice and matching) Characteristics of Africa; Quiz 2: (multiple choice and short essay) African Music and Instruments (found in World Music Drumming Cross-Cultural Student Enrichment Book)

PowerPoint – Overview of Unit - Rubric (click here to go to my PP rubric)



1. Sing African songs using call & response

2. Sing African songs using notation 

3.  Listen to African music

4.  Accompany African songs using pitched and non-pitched instruments
5.  Scavenger hunt to find different pieces of African culture

6.  Folk tale dramatization (make African masks and art) (Share the Music textbook)
7.  African Party – make African food and listen to African music

8.  Technology – Software - World Instruments, Finale, and Encarta; Power point presentation (click here to go to my PowerPoint)



W – Gain more musical knowledge of how African music relates to American music


H – Hook the students by listening to African pop and American pop and do a scavenger hunt

E – Perform music and explore using the internet


R – Rehearse each day and add different games and songs to use to the same rhythm or song


E – Evaluate how they sing and play their instruments using self and group assessments
Day 1

Social Studies, Technology, Music (listening)
· Divide the students into groups - Begin the unit by having a scavenger hunt to find different pictures and artifacts of Africa while listening to Ladysmith Black Mambazo

· They have to study the object they found and discuss where they think it came from.  The students will discuss the following questions: What is the object? Who would use it and why? What is it made out of? 

· The groups will share their objects and answers

· Study a map of Africa and information about Africa and its people

· Assignment:  Hand out a world map and have them color in Africa and name at least 5 characteristics of Africa

· Students will get an extra credit assignment :  Research the symbolism of circles

· Explain Final Unit Project – Make a power point of what you learned (include map and the characteristics of Africa, the extra credit assignment, and chart)

Day 2

Music (form, singing, dynamics, listening), Social Studies, Technology
· Use a PowerPoint to review the characteristics of Africa; Look at African History site, Encarta; Teach the students about call & response while singing Impuku Nekati 

· While singing Impuku Nakati (The Rainbow Children by Cheryl Lavender) have another scavenger hunt to review the culture of Africa.  When they get close to the object the volume gets louder.

Day 3

Music (dynamics, playing and identifying instruments, improvise, style, listening), Social Studies, Technology
· Warm up by teaching a 2 –beat echo pattern using the voice

· Then use drums (p. 18  in Ensemble 1 in the World Music Drumming)

· Review Impuku Nekati (an African Folksong)
· Use a PowerPoint  to discuss African music and Instruments 
· Look at the Instruments of Africa using the book “World Instruments” and the computer software program “ World Instruments”, and look on the Internet at these sites:  Audible Artworks, UDU Gallery, Chains Performance
· Demonstrate how to play the shekere and drums

· Review basic rhythms such as eighth notes and quarter notes 

· Begin adding instruments such as:  drums and shekere

Day 4

Music (playing and identifying instruments, dynamics, form, singing, rhythm, tempo, movement), Social Studies, Technology
· Warm up by reviewing  the 2 –beat echo using drums and add a bell and a shekere (p.19 in Ensemble 1 in the World Music Drumming)
· Review by looking at these websites: African Music and Instruments, African instruments in the new world, African Musical Instruments in categories African instruments
· Using a PowerPoint discuss Character, Power, and Meaning of African music  (click here to go to that site)
· Review Impuku Nekati 
· Review Call & Response by learning Sanza Kroma 

· Using resources that African children would use play a passing game.  Once the students can master one of the games you make it more challenging. (tap pass –slow) (tap pass  -fast) (tap tap pass clap)

Day 5

Music (singing, dynamics, listening, form, reading music) Social Studies, Technology
· Review Impuku Nekati and have a self & group assessment

· Listen to N’kosi sikelel’i Africa (National Anthem) (Share the Music pp.154-155) this site talks about the National Anthem.
· Sing World Wide Hello (It’s Your Turn Again by Cheryl Lavender) in African using written notation (ABA form, create harmony through echo singing)

· Listen to how the National Anthem reflects the African culture.

· Learn Jikel’Emaweni  (The Rainbow Children by Cheryl Lavender)
· Learn the game – reflect on the use of circles in this game and in other games that we have learned so far

Day 6

Music (playing instruments, singing, harmony, movement, rhythm), Literature, Social Studies, Technology
· Add a medium drum rhythm to the warm up in Ensemble 1 in the World Music Drumming p.21

· Review Jikel’Emaweni and play the game

· Introduce Ev’rybody Loves Saturday Night p. 28-33 in Share the Music

Textbook

· Add movements to Ev’rybody Loves Saturday Night 
· Add the harmony part

· Discuss the times when they have experienced the Power In Rhythm and share their ideas with the class

· Read African Dance by Langston Hughes page 64 Share the Music textbook

Day 7

Music (playing instruments, listening, rhythm, movement), Social Studies, Literature, Technology
· Introduce a double bell rhythm to the warm up in Ensemble 1 in the World Music Drumming p. 23

· Review African Dance
· Discuss what drums have in common & how they play a role in culture using a power point

· Listen to the Drum Montage CD 2:16
· Talk about the Bata drum from Nigeria (This site is dedicated to the Bata drum)
· Listen again and move to the beat

· Encarta –African music
· Introduce Funga Alafia by using solfege syllables then adding the words and movement

· Discuss Syncopation 

Day 8

Music (playing instruments, improvising, rhythm, singing, creative movement) Social Studies, Technology
· Talk about complements using the warm up exercises we have been using from Ensemble 1 in the World Music Drumming p.27

· Review Funga Alafia
· Review syncopation by learning Singabahambayo (The Rainbow Children by Cheryl Lavender)
· Using a PowerPoint learn about drumming in African societies pp. 112-113 (Master Drummer; African Proverbs; Griot) (click on drumming to go to this site)
· Read the poem African Dance again

· Practice proverbs using body percussion while some of the students speak a proverb and add a creative movement

· End by singing Ev’rybody Loves Saturday Night in a circle which represents community and togetherness
Day 9
Music (singing, rhythm, movement, playing instruments) Social Studies, Visual Arts, Technology
· Review Singabahambayo and then learn the game

· Using a power point learn about African pitched percussion instruments – Amadinda 

· Learn Baamulijja (Uganda)  Share the Music textbook
· Look at the African art in Share the Music textbooks pp. 33, 154-155, 250-251
Day 10

Music (sing, movement, rhythm, playing instruments, reading notation) Social Studies, Technology
· Quiz over Africa

· Review Singabahambayo and game

· Add Pitched percussion instruments

· Musical Instruments  (click to go to site)
Day 11

Music (sing, playing instruments, reading notation, movement, rhythm) Technology
· Review Singabahambayo with pitched instruments

· Add non-pitched instruments 
· Self and Group Assessment
Day 12

Music (sing, playing instruments, reading notation, movement, rhythm, form, style) Social Studies, Technology
· Review Singabahambayo with all instruments

· Learn Siahamba (The Rainbow Children by Cheryl Lavender)
· Create a juba

· African pop music (click to listen to African pop music on that site)
· Create a different juba to an African pop song

· Using call & response learn Take Time In Life ( World Music Drumming by Will Schmid)
Day 13

Music (sing, harmony, movement, playing instruments) Social Studies, Technology
· Review Siahamba and add a harmony part 

· Talk about Harmony using a power point

· Review Take Time In Life and add a harmony part to that song using the voice and orff instruments found on page 35 in Ensemble 2 in the World Music Drumming
· Add clapping and movement

Day 14

Music (sing, playing instruments, form) Social Studies, Technology
· Talk more about Call & response and find examples from other countries that use call & response  (for example – Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Shenandoah, Wade In the Water, Blow the Man Down)
· Using Take Time In Life add a bell, double bell, rattle, and medium drum, high drum, and frame drum, clapping beat found in Ensemble 2 in the World Music Drumming
· Assignment:  Finish PowerPoint project Due Day 15
Day 15

Music ( listening, creating musical accomp.) Literature, Social Studies, Technology
· Quiz #2 – African music and Instruments

· Kenya Music (click here to go to Kenya Music)
· Read and Discuss the African folktale The Fierce Creature pp. 114-115 Share the Music textbook  and Abiyoyo another African folktale

· Plan, practice, and perform a folktale with musical accompaniment on the words: Cowardly Caterpillar Theme, Brave Caterpillar Theme, Hare, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, Frog

· Plan, practice, and perform a folktale with musical accompaniment for Abiyoyo
Day 16

Literature, Visual Art, Technology
· Using a PowerPoint look at African Art and masks (shows African art)
· Discuss how African Art reflects the African culture

· Assign parts for The Fierce Creature and Abiyoyo  then discuss aspects of the performance, such as movement, sets, costumes, and so on (they have to relate their art to the African art they looked at)

· Assignment:  Make African masks and African art for the set

Day 17

Music (listening), African Art, Literature, Social Studies, Technology
· Internet Scavenger Hunt to review what the students learned and to listen to more African music (cut & paste into a word document the sites they went to and put a summary of the site)
· Assignment:  Continue working on the African Art


Day 18

Music, African Art, Literature, Social Studies, Technology
· Review  Unit by playing Jeopardy

· Assignment:  Continue working on the African Art

Day 19

Music, African Art, Literature, Social Studies, Technology
· Perform The Fierce Creature and Abiyoyo
· Listen to Ajaja by Babatunde Olatunji (symbolic of Kwanzaa)

Day 20
· African Party Day eat African food and dance to African pop music (show PowerPoint) (this site has recipes for a few African foods)


http://echarry.web.wesleyan.edu/africother.html
http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/africasong.html
http://home.earthlink.net/~debrajet/list.html
http://polyglot.lss.wisc.edu/afrst/outreach/k-12.html
http://www.thepothole.com/soukous/
http://www.teachers.net/lessons/posts//509.html
http://wus.africaonline.com/AfricaOnline/music/
http://wus.africaonline.com/AfricaOnline/music/Safrica.html
http://www.cnmat.berkeley.edu/~ladzekpo/Foundation.html
http://www.afropop.org/
http://www.coraconnection.com/
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/aoi/events/music/marabi.html
http://www.africanmusic.org/
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/aoi/events/music/pan.html
http://www.rootsworld.com/rw/villagepulse/
http://www.nmafa.si.edu/
http://www.cat.nyu.edu/~andruid/chains/
http://www.cnmat.berkeley.edu/~ladzekpo/Ensemble.html
http://ntama.uni-mainz.de/~ama/
http://www.udu.com/udu_html/udugalry.html
http://www.nmafa.si.edu/exhibits/aud_art/index.htm
http://biochem.chem.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~endo/africa.html
http://www.acslink.aone.net.au/christo/histmain.htm


World Music Drumming by Will Schmid

World Music Drumming: A Cross Cultural Curriculum Will Schmid
Share the Music 5th Grade textbook pp. 28-33, 64 , 68-69, 112-115, 154-155, 250-251, 357  McGraw Hill 2000

The Rainbow Children by Cheryl Lavender

Abiyoyo by Pete Seeger 

It’s Your Turn Again by Cheryl Lavender
World Music Drumming- Video by Will Schmid
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5 = Excellent; All parts are accurate

4 = Very Good; Stable tempo, parts are mostly accurate

3 = Good; Most parts correct, but a little shaky

2 = Fair; some parts are correct, some are struggling

1 = Needs Work; Most parts are struggling and unstable
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	Singing Technique
	
	
	
	
	

	Playing Technique
	
	
	
	
	

	Participation
	
	
	
	
	

	Attitude
	
	
	
	
	

	Effort
	
	
	
	
	


Singing Technique

5 = Able to match pitch and sing with proper vocal technique

4 = Able to match pitch but not using proper vocal technique 

3 = Able to match pitch most of the time but not all, tries to use proper vocal technique

2 = Unable to match pitch most of the time; Needs improvement

1 = Unable to match pitch at all

Playing Technique, Participation, Attitude, Effort


5 = Excellent


4 = Very Good


3 = Good


2 = Fair


1 = Needs Work


Make a PowerPoint to present to the class what you learned from doing this unit.

Guidelines:

1. 5 slides minimum

2. Describe what you have learned about Africa.

a)    Introduction to your power point

b) African Culture

c) African Music

d) African Instruments

e) How does African music relate to American music?

3. Include at least one African sound clip

PowerPoint will be graded on:  

Format, Grammar, Organization and structure, Creativity, and Knowledge of African Music

Presentation will be graded on:


Eye Contact, Knowledge of African Music, Use of Visual Aids and African Music


Search in Google to find a site about each subject.  Read about it and then copy and paste the website link into a word document and write a summary of what the website was about.

1.  An African drum

2.  Ladysmith Black Mambazo

3.  African Art

4.  African Animals

5.  African Drumming

6.  Africa

7.  Master Drummer

8.  Griot

9.  African Proverb

10.  African Pop Music

11.  African Musical Style

12.  African Roots in American Music

13.   Kenya

14.   African Pitched Music

15.   West African Music[image: image1.png]
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Summary: By the end of this unit students will have learned:


�	Various songs and games that are heard and played in Africa


�	About the culture of Africa and some of its history by listening to a variety of African music


�	How to play compliments that fit together to make a musical ensemble by  using improvisation , melody, and harmony


�	Musical vocabulary which will increase their knowledge of music


�	How to critique and assess their musical skills taught in this unit 
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